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To Whom It Concerns: 

My name is Peter knockstead and I have lived at 121 R Street NW since May of 2002. I am generally extremely pro
business (especially small business) and was especially supportive ofthe prospect of Big Bear Cafe when Stuart 
Davenport announced he was opening it shortly after I moved to the neighborhood. 

However, almost 10 years later, I sadly find myself in continued dismay with the Big Bear Cafe and, more specifically, 
the lack of regard I feel is given the neighbors in the immediate impact zone (i.e. one block of this business). My 
objections to you allowing this re-zoning are centered around two key areas 

1. Poor Track Record-If we ignore the past, we are condemned to repeat it 

A. Poor steward of current Building. The building is an eyesore-especially with the back door area with 
visually disgusting and odiferous smelling fly traps, storage items, rubbish and an open door to the kitchen 
(no screen etc). The boxed vegetation and seating in the front of the establishment seem unruly and 
overcrowded. Bigger space means more mess! 

B. Trust 
• Big Bear has been extremely successful rallying support of DC politicians (ANC, Zoning, CM Thomas) 

by dramatic tum out of their patrons but with little or no interaction from those in the immediate impact 
zone. 

• Many of the names of his supporters in past hearings and in written form don't fJVe in Bloomingdale and 
some not even in the District. Stuart goes after the high value numbers that make him appear that he 
has the right support and it drowns out the fact that he does not have the support of his immediate 
neighbors-nor does he even bother to seek it. The question for this zoning body and other DC 
officials, whose voice matters most-by interpretation of the law and morally. 

• Personally, I feel ignored, dismissed and marginalized when it comes to what has been allowed to occur 
on the block for which I live and pay taxes. With this history of neglect and dismissal, actions speak 
later than words. A ten year history with BIG Bear suggests that this pattern will not be altered --no 
matter what he says today to the contrary. Saying all the right things today does not supplant the reality 
of a track record of treatment to immediate neighbors. Allowing this dramatic zoning change is giving 
carte blanche to a business who has shown little or no concern for the block 

• PARKING -His customers continually double park repeatedly blocking the adjoining alley and access 
to R Street -with little or no regard for those trying to pass through. Our permit street spaces are 
already severely compromised with the addition of his customers cars 

2. Real Concerns/Questions about what this means and the precedent-regardless if Big Bear or another 
Establishment 

• 

• 
• 

Is this a precedent that will embolden more developers to build out in quaint small neighbors. When does it 
end?. 
What impact will this have to already soaring property values and our taxes Home values 
Where will we park if ifs already too crowded 
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